
Notes from CAA/ACAG Meeting 
Tuesday 12 November 2013 

CAA Office, Wellington 
 

Present: Mark von Motschelnitz, Lisa Sheppard, Sue Holliday, George Rogers, Mike 
Groome, Qwilton Biel, Paul Drake, Derek Edwards, Mark Stretch, Chris 
Snelson, Helen Robertson, Rob Torenvlied. 

 
Apologies: John Kay, Mike Caldwell, Chris Ford, Steve Moore, Stephen Hunt, Errol 

Burtenshaw, Max Stevens. 
 
 

 Minutes of the 6 June 2013 meeting were accepted. 
 

 ACAG’s final refinements of the draft Terms of Reference were tabled and 
acknowledged.  Mark von Motschelnitz conveyed some thoughts from John Kay (not 
present) that it was important to ensure adequate representation from emerging 
sectors that may need representation.  Two identified candidates were remotely 
piloted aircraft and BARNZ.  It was noted that BARNZ members and Air NZ have the 
same system interfaces with the NZ regulatory system.  The meeting agreed that 
John Kay and Mike Groome address these matters as part of their 14 November 
meeting. 

 

 The meeting was advised that consideration is being given to engaging ACAG in the 
next round of CAA funding reviews. 

 

 It was requested that Graeme Harris attend the upcoming ACAG Election Forum and 
provide a presentation on rules development. 

 

 Lisa Sheppard briefed the meeting on the functioning of the CAA’s issues review 
process to date and provided a briefing paper (copy attached).  It was noted that the 
limited information provided as an issue description is in most cases the total 
available information on the topic.  Feedback was requested from ACAG to: 

 
1. Provide an additional detail that may be available. 
2. Assist with establishing a prioritization of issues not yet assessed. 
3. Develop a list of subject matter experts on the issues listed. 

 

 Peter Meade is the new policy analyst working on RPA’s (remotely piloted aircraft) 
and he briefed the meeting that CAA have shifted to a position whereby any such 
aircraft under 25kg are being treated as model aircraft under Part 101.  The FAA has 
recently released a roadmap for the USA and this is being reviewed here at present.  
A discussion paper is under development by CAA on the near term and longer term 
way forward for RPA’s in New Zealand. 

 

 Lisa Sheppard briefed the meeting on the National Airspace and Air Navigation Plan 
which is open for consultation until 3 February 2014 and is the subject of workshops 
throughout the country in the week beginning 19 November. 

 

 Next meeting March 2014, date to be confirmed. 


























