
RNZAF engineer wins place on ‘Tool Blacks’ skills team 

An Auckland based Royal New Zealand Air Force engineer and successful trainee through ATTTO has 

been awarded the opportunity to join the ‘Tool Blacks’ and demonstrate his trade skills on the world 

stage.  

Mike West, originally from Feilding, won the ATTTO Aircraft Maintenance category at the national 

World Skills finals in Christchurch this weekend. He faced stiff competition from three other RNZAF 

engineers at the competition, which featured skills tests on aircraft structures, engine component 

replacement, daily inspections, control management and engine inspection. Coming in a very close 

second was Auckland-based aircraft technician Julian Huzinga. 

Not only did he win his category of Aircraft Maintenance he also won the “Best in Defence” Award, 

as the highest scoring contestant across all of the categories with competitors entering from the 

Defence sector. 

Mike is a Leading Aircraftman and propulsion systems technician at Base Auckland, Whenuapai. His 

job involves servicing and repairing C-130 Hercules, Boeing 757, SH2G Seasprite and P3K Orion 

propulsion systems. He has been in the Air Force since 2007. 

He said: “Travelling to Germany for the World Skills international final will be a great opportunity to 

find out how our Air Force team measures up against other organisations and countries.  

“In December 2010 I travelled as part of a team to Antarctica which included carrying out 

maintenance on an RNZAF C-130 Hercules. Completing a propeller change on the Ice in sub-zero 

conditions was a huge challenge. The most satisfying part was flying home on the aircraft knowing 

what work had just been done and how hard we all had worked to get the job done. 

“The Air Force puts you out of your comfort zone which allows you to experience things that you 

would not usually get to experience. If anyone is considering a trade and is not sure what they want 

to study, the Air Force offers a variety of trades in which you’re paid to learn. It doesn’t get much 

better than that.” 

Mike West’s colleagues are delighted for him. Deputy Chief of Air Force, Air Commodore Kevin Short 

said that Mike’s results come from hard work and dedication and he epitomises Air Force values. All 

four competitors performed very well and were great ambassadors for the Air Force but Mike was 

exceptional on the day. 

The World Skills competition sees young people, accompanied by their tertiary tutors and workplace 

trainers, gather together to compete publicly in the skills of their respective trades, and also to test 

themselves against demanding international standards. The national winners in their respective 

trades will go on to join the ‘Tool Blacks’ at the global final in Leipzig, Germany in 2013.  

ATTTO and RNZAF joined forces to hold the aircraft maintenance section of the competition for New 

Zealand and the aviation sector. This is the first time this category has been held in New Zealand, 

although it has been a long standing category internationally.  



Debbie Martindale, Deputy Chief Executive at ATTTO said: “It’s not an easy task and involved huge 

logistics, including transportation of a helicopter for the competitors to work on. A very special 

thanks goes to Mike Naus, qualifications developer with the NZ Defence College. We couldn’t have 

done it without his sheer drive and dedication. 

“Congratulations to Mike West on his category win this weekend, and for being the overall winner 

for Defence. The sheer quality of talent shown by all the competitors ensured that it was a tough 

competition. 

“Competitions like World Skills are perfect for us to support as they highlight the importance of 

skilled workers on a national and international platform and are a key driver for pursuit of 

excellence. ATTTO works closely with the RNZAF to ensure that all their staff are trained and 

qualified to world leading standards fit to meet the challenge of a complex and critical job. 

“We wish Mike well in 2013 when he will go to Leipzig to compete with top engineers from 

throughout the world, and I know he will do his best to contribute to the success of the NZ 

ToolBlacks team.” 

For more information about the World Skills competition visit www.worldskills.org.nz and for more 

information about training in aviation and the RNZAF, visit www.attto.org.nz 
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About ATTTO: 

 ATTTO is the industry training organisation for New Zealand’s aviation, tourism, travel and 

museums industries. Its role is to provide industry leadership on skill and training needs, set 

skills standards, and design and deliver world-class qualifications that meet industry needs. 

 ATTTO industry qualifications are designed to be completed on-the-job by people employed 

in our industries. Many can also be completed through training providers. 

 All ATTTO qualifications are nationally recognised and registered by the New Zealand 

Qualifications Authority on the New Zealand Qualifications Framework.  

 At 31 October 2011, there were more than 2,800 New Zealanders from 230 workplaces 

training towards national qualifications with ATTTO. 
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