
 

 

Best Practice in agricultural 

aviation 
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REGIONAL MEETINGS 

OUTCOMES 



They spoke – we listened 

The main issues that the meetings identified 
were: 

• “Lifestylers” 

• Public perception 

• Regulations around waterways/water 
bodies 

• Notification 

• Product 

• Client facilities 
 



Issues you identified were: 

• NZAAA Website due overhaul 

• NZAAA submitting to Council Plans 

• Pattern Testing fixes 

• Wind Monitoring Masts 

• AIRCARE™ Compliance costs too high 

• Ag Industry needs positive publicity 

 

You spoke – we listened 



You spoke – we listened 

• Two television appearances 

• Four newspaper articles 

• Federated Farmers National Conference 

• Federated Farmers Newsletters 

• Open offer to address Federated Farmers 

Regional Meetings 

• FMG Risk  



The past – the future 



100 Businesses 

104 aeroplanes 

210 helicopters 

340 pilots 

700,000 tonnes of fertiliser including 

lime 

70,000,000 litres agrichemicals 

The Ag Aviation Industry 



The Past 

158 Ag Pilots have lost their 

lives whilst providing 

services to NZ Landowners 



The Past 
Ag Aviation:  

 

Attracted cowboys  

 

Didn’t care a toss for the environment 

 

Accepted its high accident rate as 

inevitable 

 

Made do with substandard or no airstrip 

facilities 
 



NZAAA Mission Statement 
 

NZAAA exists to ensure the 

sustainability of Agricultural Aviation in 

NZ by: 

Developing and advocating best 

practice in both flight safety and 

environmental safety 

Promoting professionalism and 

profitable business 

Facilitating adoption of best practice 

programmes by members and 

stakeholders 



Key issues for  

aviation 

Discharges to  

air, land  

and water 

Noise 

Regional and  

District Plans 

Options 

• PA rule in plans  

   for AIRCARE™  

   operators  
 

• Basis of conditions 

  and compliance 
 

• Consent if not  

   AIRCARE™ 

   accredited 

Noise abatement 

COP 

Spreadmark, VTA 

and GROWSAFE  

COP’s 

AIRCARE™ and potential Plan linkages 

Guidance 

Notes 

Condition in contracts 

e.g. Landcorp, DOC 



WHY? 



Partnership 

• Federated Farmers and NZAAA have 

embarked on a partnership 

• Civil Aviation Rule 137 – first outcome 

 

We need your help with other issues 



The main issues that were identified were: 

•“Lifestylers” 

•Public perception 

•Regulations around waterways/water 

bodies 

•Notification 

•Product 

•Client facilities 

Regional Meetings - Issues 



Notification 

CLARITY of Responsibilities 

 

Farmers not understanding their 

responsibilities under Regional Council 

rules 

 

 Farmers not getting on with their 

neighbours 

 



Notification 
Typically complaints don’t go to 

landowners 

 

Farmers need to understand when to 

notify, who to notify and whose 

responsibility it is 

 

NZAAA encourages pilots to get written 

evidence from the landowner that 

notification requirements have been met 
 





Environment BOP 



Hawkes Bay 



Tasman 



Product 
Boutique blends 

 

Fertiliser physical property is the main 

issue 

 

Fertmark and Spreadmark 

 

We cannot control the flight path of dust 

so cannot keep fertiliser out of water 

 
 



Product 
Three pilots fined 

 

One planner said, “If the fertiliser 

companies want to be around in 30 

years time they better start cleaning 

their act up now.” 

 

It’s time farmers asked themselves if 

they can do without aerial topdressing 

 



The product needs to change – 

shareholders’ call 

 

 

Solution: 

 

Shareholders to require Fertmark to 

cover fertiliser physical property 
 

Product 



Client Facilities 





Client Facilities 

THE PAST  

Pilots have tolerated substandard facilities 

Dangerous airstrips 

Rough airstrips 

Leaking bins 

No bin at all 

 

THE FUTURE 

Pilots will no longer tolerate substandard 

facilities 
 



Client Facilities 

Fonterra requires all-weather roads 

 

Shearers require comfortable quarters  

 

Yet topdressers often get something else 



Client Facilities 

The topdressing industry wants to deliver a 

quality job in safety but it can’t do that when 

working off the ground 

 

Lumps of turf, rocks and rubbish pose a 

threat to the pilot – as well as producing a 

poor job 

 



Client Facilities 

Many existing bins were built in the mid 

1970’s and haven’t seen maintenance since. 

Many are too small 

 

These issues are costing your industry 

 

 



Airstrip issues rest with 

Professional pilots need to take ownership 



Client Facilities 
Electric Fence feeder wires 

 



Client Facilities 



Client Facilities 



CAA’s HSE Unit letter to Federated 

Farmers 25.10.11 





The Past 

158 Ag Pilots have lost their 

lives whilst providing 

services to NZ Landowners 



Ag Aviation wants to work in 

partnership with Federated Farmers to 

address the issues that most threaten 

our mutual sustainability 

Notification 

Fertiliser physical properties 

Poor farmer buy-in to pilot safety  

(Safety Guideline Farm Airstrips and 

associated fertiliser cartage, storage 

and application and wires)  

Spreading the word 



End of Fed Farmers Address 

Your concerns are being addressed 

 

NZAAA Cttee can’t do it alone 

NZAAA is empowering YOU to take 

ownership 



Questions? 


