Aviation NZ appoints new CEO

Samantha Sharif has been appointed CEO of the newly formed Aviation NZ Inc.
 
Aviation NZ Inc is a newly formed entity of the aviation industry membership organisation which has both a domestic and international focus. It is the result of a recent restructure of the Aviation Industry Association Inc. and its subsidiary company to form one organisation focused on advocating and advancing its members interests.
 
Particular emphasis is placed on optimising operating rules and aviation safety via a leadership role with Government and Industry bodies and in facilitating growth opportunities for members with export potential and those who have international interest in their domestic services.
 
Aviation NZ Chairman Graeme Martin says “NZ’s aviation industry has the potential to increase its economic contribution from $11Bn to $16Bn in the coming years and this restructure aligns the organisation to assist its members to achieve this. Samantha’s 20 year track record of senior management success in NZ and international businesses, along with her longstanding involvement in several aviation related organisations in NZ means she is ideal for this CEO role”. 
“In making this appointment, I want to take this opportunity to thank Irene King - who led AIA for the past 8 years - for making significant contributions to both the industry and its members during her tenure.”
Samantha Sharif says “I am delighted to be joining Aviation New Zealand at this pivotal time.  As we celebrate 100 years of aviation, now is the ideal time to reflect and relaunch Aviation NZ so that it serves our industry well for the next 100 years. 

I see our role as to Lead, Inspire and Grow the NZ aviation industry.  With the support of our members and stakeholders, we can achieve this.

My goal is to inspire and lead the NZ aviation industry to deliver on its full growth potential by harnessing partnerships, focussing resources and reducing constraints.” 

For more information, please contact:

Aviation NZ

Tel: 04 472 2707
Mob 021 889 856
Email: Samantha.sharif@aviationnz.co.nz
Notes for Editors:

About Aviation New Zealand

Aviation New Zealand is the trading name of the Aviation Industry Association.  It is the major aviation industry association in New Zealand with 400 company members and 200 individual members, representing over 90% of all aviation activity by hours flown in the country.

Aviation New Zealand’s mission is to grow the presence and positioning of ‘Aviation’ in the New Zealand economy, and to create opportunities for growth and wealth creation for its members.

Our Strategic Directions 2016 is based on five themes:

· Building the brand and telling the story

· Growing the market (domestically and internationally)

· Accelerating growth through supportive regulatory structures

· Building tomorrow’s industry through a focus on R&D and investment

· Providing value to members

Samantha Sharif’s biography

Samantha Sharif has over 15 years experience in the aviation industry working in senior roles in New Zealand, Australia and Europe.

Most recently, she was based in Amsterdam as the interim CEO and prior to that Director of Global Programmes for CANSO, the global organisation representing the Air Traffic Management industry www.canso.org
In these roles she helped to transform CANSO into a professional, credible and future focussed organisation, with a significant presence on the world stage.  Samantha led the development of international partnerships with ICAO, IATA, ACI and many other global and regional stakeholders; as well as opening new CANSO offices in Europe, Asia-Pacific, Middle East, Latin America and Africa.

As CEO of Aviation NZ Samantha aims to inspire and lead the NZ aviation industry to deliver on its full growth potential by harnessing partnerships, focussing resources and reducing constraints. 

